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INTRODUCTION

Software is an essential part of modern digital life. It controls
computers, mobile devices, servers, and even smart appliances.
Broadly, software can be divided into two major categories:

Open-Source Software (OSS)
Proprietary Software

The difference between them lies mainly in ownership, access to source
code, licensing, cost, and control.

Examples:
Open-Source: Linux, Mozilla Firefox, LibreOffice

Proprietary: Microsoft Windows, Adobe Photoshop, Microsoft Office
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WHAT 1S OPEN-SOURCE SOFTWARE?

Open-source software is software whose source code is publicly available.
Anyone can view, modify, and distribute it.

The concept became popular through the Free Software Movement led by
Richard Stallman and organizations like Free Software Foundation.

Example:

Linux is maintained by a global community and initiated by Linus Torvalds.
Key Features:

Source code is open

Community collaboration

Free redistribution

Transparency
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WHAT IS PROPRIETARY SOFTWARE?

Proprietary software is owned by a company or individual. The source
code is not publicly available. Users must purchase a license.

Examples:

Microsoft Windows by Microsoft
Adobe Photoshop by Adobe
Features:

Closed source code

Paid license

Vendor control

Limited customization
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In the early days of computing, software was mostly shared freely.
However, companies like Microsoft began commercializing software in
the 1970s and 1980s.

The rise of GNU and later Linux changed the landscape.
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LICENSING

Open-source licenses:

GNU General Public License (GPL)
MIT License

Apache License

Proprietary software uses commercial licenses restricting copying and
modification.



CIERIES]

HUT-HIY oS8 3TANhdl &l FAUT AR fdawor &
AT ¢ &, Siefe Mursedl orgdd Yfdee oed g



COST COMPARISON

Open-source software is usually free.
Example: LibreOffice is free.

Proprietary software often requires payment.
Example: Microsoft Office requires purchase.
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SECURITY

Open-source software is transparent. Many developers review the
code.
Example: Linux is known for strong security.

Proprietary software security depends on vendor updates.
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CUSTOMIZATION

Open-source allows customization. Developers can modify the
software.
Proprietary software limits modifications.



S GCEG]

No BN

3NTA-HIE HFCAA I HTARTSATHAR TGell ST Hebell &



COMMUNITYSUPPORT{-IlchHr?—Ich THAA

OSS has strong community forums and  documentation.
Example: Ubuntu community.

Proprietary software offers official customer support.
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PERFORMANCE
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OSS can be lightweight and optimized.
Proprietary software may have more integrated features.
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INNOVATION
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Open collaboration encourages innovation.
Example: Android is based on Linux.
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BUSINESS USE
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Companies use OSS for servers.
Example: Google uses Linux.
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EDUCATION SECTOR
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Schools prefer OSS to reduce costs.
Example: Moodle.
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GOVERNMENT USE

Governments adopt OSS for transparency and independence.
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LEGAL ASPECTS
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OSS licenses protect user rights.
Proprietary licenses protect company rights.
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ADVANTAGES OF OPEN-SOURCE
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Free
Transparent
Customizable

Community driven
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ADVANTAGES OF PROPRIETARY
& T

Professional support
Stable updates

Integrated ecosystem
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May lack official support

Learning curve
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DISADVANTAGES OF_P\ROERIETARY
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Expensive

Limited control
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CONCLUSION

Both open-source and proprietary software have advantages and
disadvantages. The choice depends on user needs, budget, security
requirements, and customization demands.

Open-source promotes freedom and collaboration.
Proprietary ensures structured support and polished user experience.
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